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Abstract  

Dictionary is become one important tools for learning English language. Many kinds of dictionary 

that can be used for who want to learn English language. Online dictionary is one of technologies 

for learning English language. In nowadays in the digital era we can use it through the internet 

networking. Student can use online dictionary in their smartphone to learn English from junior 

high school until student at the university, and the good one is online Cambridge dictionary.  

This paper will discuss about the influence of using online Cambridge dictionary toward students 

pronunciation and vocabulary. The researcher conducted the research at writing class sample with 

25 participants. Using this dictionary hopefully it can helps us to know how to pronounce words in 

a better way and enrich our vocabulary. Online Cambridge dictionary become one of a good 

dictionary that we can use at the class. So, don’t worry if you want to try this application in your 

learning.  
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INTRODUCTION  

Do you know about online dictionary? 

Online dictionary is a dictionary or other reference work available via computer network 

such as internet (Abidin, 2018; Mandasari, 2020).  I believe that most of the people have 

been using this application. Nowadays, in millennial era many student or people using 

English language, when at the school or at home (Aminatun & Oktaviani, 2019; Utami et 

al., 2020). As language learners, students only need to use their gadgets which are 

connected to internet to use online dictionary. Because English language is for daily 

activity language for the most of the people in this world, and for who live in ASIA 

English language is their second language. English language nowadays is to be an 

international language in this world (Erya & Pustika, 2021; Skill, n.d.; Suprayogi 

Suprayogi & Pranoto, 2020). Many people want to learn this language because English 

language is the important component to people communication when they want to go to 

some place (Sasalia & Sari, 2020; Sinaga & Oktaviani, 2020; Yuliansyah & Ayu, 2021). 

So, online dictionary offers easiness and effectiveness that it can be used easily by all 

language learners.  
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Why we must using dictionary? because, a dictionary is very important tool for anyone 

who is want to learn a new language . Example using online Cambridge dictionary, from 

this website or application we not only can used that for knowing new vocabulary but also 

we can know how to pronounce a word in a better way.   

LITERATURE REVIEW  

Does online Cambridge dictionary can increase student’s pronunciation through hear the 

sound of the word? If we want to be a good speaker in English, so we must have a good 

way to pronounce it well. If we can’t pronounce words with a good way it can makes 

people difficult to understand or even misunderstanding. English has become a lingua 

franca (Ivana & Suprayogi, 2020; Mandasari & Aminatun, 2019; Pratiwi et al., 2020). A 

Lingua franca can be defined as a language widely adopted for communication between 

two speakers whose native language are different from each other’s and where one or both 

speakers are using it as “second” language (Damayanti & Listyani, 2020; Novanti & 

Suprayogi, 2021; Schrape, 2018). Does the online Cambridge dictionary can enrich your 

vocabulary? To be a good speaker in English, actually we must have a lot of vocabulary. 

Vocabulary is all about words, the words in a language or a special set of words you are 

trying to learn. According to Agustin & Ayu (2021); Oktaviani & Desiarti, (2019); 

Simamora & Oktaviani (2020), “Vocabulary plays an important role for learner in learning 

a foreign language”. 

METHOD  

The method section of this research paper using descriptive qualitative that provides the 

information by which a study’s validity is judged. Therefore, it requires a clear and precise 

description of how an experiment was done, and the rationale for why specific 

experimental procedures were chosen (Ayu & Zuraida, 2020; Kardiansyah, n.d.; Pahdi et 

al., 2020). The methods section should describe what was done to answer the research 

question, describe how it was done, and explain the result were analyzed. So, in this 

research I am use qualitative data research. I think this is most suitable approach for this 

research.  

1.1 Questionnaire  
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According to Baker & Edwards (2012); Yudiawan et al. (2021) questionnaire is a self-

report data collections instrument that each research participant fills out as part of a 

research study. the researcher used questionnaire in order to obtain information about the 

thoughts, feeling, attitudes, beliefs, values, perception, personality and behavioral 

intentions of research participants (Ahluwalia, 2020; Febriantini et al., 2021; Rahmania & 

Mandasari, 2021). In this part, the researcher used Dichotomous Questions which consist 

of 10 questions and Likert Scale which consist of 5 closed-ended questions about the 

influence of online Cambridge dictionary toward the students pronunciation and 

vocabulary. In order to know the influence of using online Cambridge dictionary toward 

students pronunciation and vocabulary, questionnaire were conducted in a writing class 

(PBI 17 students) Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia. This questionnaire will be conducted at 

5-6 December 2019, answers were by note taking. 

The purpose of this questionnaire is to find out how is online Cambridge dictionary used in 

order to influence the student pronunciation and vocabulary. Answers this questions bellow 

according your own experience. There are below the question : 

Please give your answer by making a thick ( √ ) in the column. 

No  Question  Yes  No  

1 Do you like online dictionary?  25 - 

2 Could you live without internet?  22 3 

3 Did you ever use online dictionary?  25 - 

4 Do you have online dictionary in your phone?  22 3 

5 Do you know what online Cambridge dictionary is?  25 - 

6 Did you ever use online Cambridge dictionary?  22 3 

7  Do you often use online Cambridge dictionary? 20 5 

8 Are you familiar with that application (Cambridge 22 3 
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dictionary) 

9 Do you like online Cambridge dictionary?   23 2 

10 Does the online Cambridge dictionary that you used help 

you in learning English language?  

25 - 

Information 

1: Strongly Agree   2: Agree 

3: Disagree   4: Strongly Disagree 

No  Questions  1 2 3 4 

1 Does using online Cambridge dictionary helps you 

to memorize new words easier? 

3 10 6 6 

2 Does the online Cambridge dictionary can 

influence your pronunciation skill in better way? 

2 15 3 5 

3 Does online Cambridge dictionary can increase 

your pronunciation through hear the sound of the 

word? 

5 12 5 3 

4 Does the online Cambridge dictionary can enrich 

your vocabulary? 

3 12 5 5 

5 Do you like online Cambridge dictionary as a 

reference in learning English? 

5 12 5 3 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

1.2 Data Gathering Techniques  

In this section, the discussion to answers the research questions are presented. After 

implementing the research, the researcher found some data. The data consist of the 

questionnaire results. At the first, the students of writing class responses taken from 
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questionnaire consist of fifteen closed-ended questions. For questionnaire itself has several 

scores for each answer. The Dichotomous Questions with a simple answer “yes” or “no” 

and The Likert Scale’s scores are  one (1) for strongly agree, two (2) agree, three (3) 

disagree, four (4) strongly disagree. Total the respondent of the research are 25 students.   

After implementing the research, the researcher gets the result for Dichotomous questions 

section as below:   

Table 3.2 

The influence online Cambridge dictionary toward students ability 

No  Question  Yes  No  

1 Do you like online dictionary?  25 - 

2 Could you live without internet?  22 3 

3 Did you ever use online dictionary?  25 - 

4 Do you have online dictionary in your phone?  22 3 

5 Do you know what online Cambridge dictionary is?  25 - 

6 Did you ever use online Cambridge dictionary?  22 3 

7  Do you often use online Cambridge dictionary? 20 5 

8 Are you familiar with that application (Cambridge 

dictionary) 

22 3 

9 Do you like online Cambridge dictionary?   23 2 

10 Does the online Cambridge dictionary that you used help 

you in learning English language?  

25 - 
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Discussion  

1. Do you like online dictionary? 

- For the first question gets the result that all of the participants like online dictionary 

by using gadget. I think it must comfortable for them by using online dictionary 

because they can bring it to anywhere. So, they can using it anywhere and anytime. 

It is in line with the result from the prevous study conducted by  (Rohman et al., 

2020; Yuliansyah & Ayu, 2021). 

2. Could you live without internet? 

- Second question gets the result that most of them can’t live without internet, only 3 

participants that answer they can live without internet. It means that in the digital 

era most of them always using their gadget to open kinds of website or application 

especially online Cambridge dictionary (Hootsuite, 2019; Oktaviani & Mandasari, 

2020).  

3. Did you ever use online dictionary? 

- Third question gets the result that all of the participants ever use this online 

dictionary through website or application. So, from this question we can know that 

most of the students know about online Cambridge dictionary.  

4. Do you have online dictionary in your phone? 

- Fourth question gets the results that only 3 participants don’t have online dictionary 

in their gadget, it shows that they really need online dictionary to check the new 

words that they don’t know.  

5. Do you know what online Cambridge dictionary is? 

- Fifth question gets the result that all of the participants ever used online dictionary 

so they already know what online Cambridge dictionary is.  

6.  Did you ever use online Cambridge dictionary? 
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- Sixth questions gets the result that it seems with the second and fourth question, 

only 3 participants that they don’t ever use this online Cambridge dictionary, 

because they know but not necessarily have used the online Cambridge dictionary.  

7. Do you often use online Cambridge dictionary? 

- Seventh question gets the result that a little bit of the participants often use this 

online Cambridge dictionary, because sometime they use Google translate as an 

alternative dictionary.     

8. Are you familiar with that application (Cambridge dictionary)? 

- Eighth question gets the result that most of the participants familiar with this online 

dictionary, because in the 2nd semester when we are in vocabulary class we are 

often used this online Cambridge dictionary to know how pronounce word in a 

good way so it can make the participants familiar.  

9.  Do you like online Cambridge dictionary?   

- Ninth question gets the result that only two of the participants don’t like online 

Cambridge dictionary and I don’t know why she don’t like this online dictionary.  

10. Does the online Cambridge dictionary that you used help you in learning English 

language? 

- Tenth question gets the result that all of the participants feel helped in learning 

English language especially when to know how pronounce word well.  

After implementing the research, the researcher gets the result for Likert scale/questions 

section as below:   

Table 3.3 

The influence of online Cambridge dictionary on Pronunciation 

No  Questions for Pronunciation  1 2 3 4 

1 Does using online Cambridge dictionary helps 3 10 6 6 
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you to memorize new words easier? 

2 Does the online Cambridge dictionary can 

influence your pronunciation skill in better way? 

2 15 3 5 

3 Does online Cambridge dictionary can increase 

your pronunciation through hear the sound of the 

word? 

5 12 5 3 

 

Discussion  

1. Does using online Cambridge dictionary help you to memorize new words easier? 

- First question gets the result that most of the participant feel helped to memorize 

new words easier by using this online Cambridge dictionary. Three participants 

they strongly agree with that question. While some of the students they are disagree.  

2. Does the online Cambridge dictionary can influence your pronunciation skill in 

better way? 

- Second question gets the result that the participants agree that online Cambridge 

dictionary can influence their pronunciation skill in better way. Because most of 

them agree that online Cambridge dictionary can influence their pronunciation skill 

in better way.   

3. Does online Cambridge dictionary can increase your pronunciation through hear 

the sound of the word? 

- Third question gets the result that most of the participants agree with online 

Cambridge dictionary can increase their pronunciation through hear the sound of 

the word. So, with this they can know how to pronounce it well. This is in line with 

(Maskar et al., 2020).    

Table 3.4  

The influence of online Cambridge dictionary on Vocabulary 



  Pustakailmu.id 

  Volume 2 (1), 2022 

9 Pustakailmu.id 

No  Question for Vocabulary  1 2 3 4 

1 Does the online Cambridge dictionary can enrich 

your vocabulary? 

3 12 5 5 

2 Do you like online Cambridge dictionary as a 

reference in learning English? 

5 12 5 3 

 

Discussion  

According to Oktaviani & Ayu (2021); F. M. Sari (2016); S. N. Sari & Aminatun, (2021) 

mastering vocabulary means knowing, understanding, and being able to use it. It means 

that students do not only memorize words and understand the meanings, but also be able to 

apply them. Vocabulary is important for language learners, because it is the first step that 

they have to take in learning a new language (Damayanti & Listyani, 2020; Rido & Sari, 

2018; Tiono & Sylvia, 2004). From this research got the result that from Cambridge 

dictionary students they can enrich their vocabulary and using this dictionary as a reference 

in learning English.   

1.  Does the online Cambridge dictionary can enrich your vocabulary? 

- The third question gets the result most of the participants agree that online 

Cambridge dictionary can enrich their vocabulary.  

2. Do you like online Cambridge dictionary as a reference in learning English? 

- Last question gets the result that the participants agree that online Cambridge 

dictionary as a reference in English learning.  

From the result I can conclude that by using online Cambridge dictionary can influence 

students pronunciation and vocabulary. Online dictionary become more interesting instead 

of printed dictionary, behind the good impacts that students felt after using online 

dictionary, they realized that everything is good under control. It means using online 

dictionary is helpful and effective. However, as good learner they have to be able to use 

technology wisely.  
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CONCLUSION  

This section presents the conclusion of the research. The process of the research took about 

3 weeks   since 22 November 2019. There were many responses that student gave. In 

conclusion, English language nowadays is to be an international language in this world. 

Many people want to learn this language because English language is the important 

component to people communication when they want to go to some place. So, from online 

dictionary offers easiness and effectiveness that it can be used easily by all language 

learners (Ayu, 2020; F. M. Sari, 2020; Yudiawan et al., 2021).  By using online Cambridge 

dictionary really helped for the students in learning English. Students appreciate the 

easiness and effectiveness (Sasalia & Sari, 2020; Ulfa & Puspaningtyas, 2020).  

In my opinion I think for this online Cambridge dictionary website/application it really 

helped us when we trying to learn how to pronounce word well and if we want to know 

about the new vocabulary. Because when the researcher at 2nd semester and the researcher 

took vocabulary class my lecturer give researcher the instruction to use and open online 

Cambridge dictionary.  The researcher bot only can know about the new vocab and good 

pronounce but also can know about parts of speech and others. So, for you all the reader 

you must try this online dictionary because it can very helped.  

After implementing the research, the researcher found that the existence of the online 

dictionary is important for English learner, especially for online Cambridge dictionary. 

But, the students or the participant only access that website or application only in the time 

that they want. They are not often to use this dictionary. It means they only use this 

application when they need it. So, it will take them a long time to properly learn 

vocabulary and pronunciation (S Suprayogi & Pranoto, 2020). I suggest that participants 

can often use the dictionary to make sure they really get the benefit from using this online 

dictionary.  

This research was only conducted within the scope of the writing class sample. It is 

expected that the next researcher/author who will examine the use of the online Cambridge 

dictionary can have a wider range of samples so as to maximize this research. Provide a 

statement that what is expected, as stated in the "Introduction" chapter can ultimately result 

in "Results and Discussion" chapter, so there is compatibility. Moreover, it can also be 
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added the prospect of the development of research results and application prospects of 

further studies into the next (based on result and discussion). 
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