Pustakailmu.id
Volume 3 (1), 2023

THE CHALLENGES IN LEARNING ENGLISH FOR DAILY

LIFE CONVERSATION
Fikri Hilaikal*
Dion Tira Erlangga®
English Education

fikrihilaikal@gmail.com

Abstract

English is an essential language for daily life, enabling effective communication in various
situations. From greeting people and introducing oneself to asking for directions or ordering food,
English plays a crucial role in our day-to-day interactions. Whether it's engaging in small talk,
making appointments, or shopping, understanding and using English can help us navigate through
everyday tasks. Moreover, English proficiency opens doors to global opportunities, facilitating
travel, career advancements, and cultural exchanges. By incorporating English into our daily
routines, we can enhance our communication skills and broaden our horizons, making life more
enjoyable and fulfilling.
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INTRODUCTION

Learning English for daily life conversations is essential for effective communication in
various situations [1], [2]. Whether you are traveling to an English-speaking country,
interacting with international colleagues, or simply engaging in casual conversations with
native English speakers, mastering this skill can greatly enhance your experience and build
connections [3], [4], [5]. One fundamental aspect of learning English is developing a
strong vocabulary [6], [7]. Expanding your word bank with commonly used words and
phrases allows you to express yourself more clearly [8], [9], [10]. Start by learning
everyday greetings like "Hello," "Hi," "Good morning," "Good afternoon," and "Good
evening." Additionally, understanding basic questions such as "How are you?" and being
able to respond with phrases like "I'm fine, thank you" or "Not bad" is useful in initiating
and maintaining conversations [11], [12], [13]. In daily conversations, it is important to
know how to introduce yourself and others [14], [15], [16]. Begin with simple self-
introductions, such as "My name is [your name]" or "I'm from [your country].” Practice
introducing others as well, using phrases like "This is [person's name], they are from [their
country].” Politeness is also crucial, so mastering phrases like "Please,” "Thank you,"
"Excuse me," and "I'm sorry" helps you navigate social interactions smoothly [17], [18],
[19].

Furthermore, being able to ask for and provide basic information is essential [20], [21],
[22]. You might need to ask for directions, inquire about prices, or order food at a
restaurant [23], [24], [25]. Practice asking questions like "Where is the nearest [place]?" or
"How much does this cost?" Additionally, familiarize yourself with phrases like "I would
like [item/menu],” "Could you please recommend something?" and "Can | have the bill,
please?” [26], [27], [28]. Learning how to express opinions, preferences, and feelings is
crucial in daily life conversations [29], [30], [31]. Practice using phrases such as "I think,"
"l believe,” "In my opinion," and "I prefer." These expressions allow you to contribute to
discussions and engage with others effectively [32], [33], [34]. Additionally, being able to
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express your emotions using words like "happy,” "sad,
helps convey your state of mind accurately [35], [36], [37].

excited,” "tired,” and "angry"

Lastly, practice active listening skills, such as asking for clarification, summarizing what
you've understood, and engaging in follow-up questions [38], [39], [40]. This demonstrates
your attentiveness and encourages a deeper connection with the person you're conversing
with [41], [42], [43]. Remember, learning a language takes time and practice. Utilize
resources like language learning apps, online tutorials, and conversation partners to
enhance your English skills [44], [45], [46]. Embrace every opportunity to speak and
immerse yourself in English to build confidence and fluency [47], [48], [49]. With
consistent effort and dedication, you'll become proficient in English for daily life
conversations and open doors to new experiences and relationships.

When learning English for daily life, several essential things come into play. Firstly, it is
crucial to focus on building a strong foundation in vocabulary. Regularly learning and
practicing new words will greatly enhance your ability to communicate effectively [50],
[51]. Secondly, developing good listening skills is vital. Actively engage with English
audio materials such as podcasts, movies, or music to improve your comprehension and
familiarize yourself with different accents and speaking styles [52], [53], [54]. Thirdly,
speaking practice is key. Seek opportunities to converse in English, whether it be with
native speakers, language exchange partners, or even by practicing alone [55], [56].
Speaking regularly will boost your confidence and fluency. Additionally, reading English
texts, such as books, newspapers, or online articles, helps improve your reading skills and
exposes you to different grammatical structures [57], [58]. Lastly, understanding and
practicing grammar rules will provide a solid framework for constructing sentences
correctly [59], [60], [61]. Consistent practice and review of grammar concepts will refine
your writing and ensure clearer communication [62], [63], [64]. By prioritizing vocabulary,
listening, speaking, reading, and grammar, you can enhance your English skills for
everyday life.

Learning English provides numerous advantages for daily life. Firstly, English is widely
considered the global language of communication. It is spoken by over 1.5 billion people
worldwide, making it the most commonly used language in international business,
academia, and travel [65], [66], [66]. By mastering English, you gain the ability to connect
with people from diverse backgrounds and cultures, fostering greater understanding and
cooperation [67], [68]. Secondly, English proficiency opens up a world of opportunities in
terms of career advancement [69], [70], [71]. Many multinational companies require
employees to have a good command of English, as it facilitates effective communication
with colleagues, clients, and partners across the globe [72], [73]. Whether you aspire to
work in finance, technology, hospitality, or any other industry, possessing strong English
skills can significantly enhance your employability and job prospects. Moreover, learning
English allows you to access a vast amount of information and resources [74], [75]. The
majority of scientific research, academic publications, and online content are available in
English [76], [77], [78]. By being able to read, understand, and communicate in English,
you can stay updated with the latest developments in various fields and tap into a wealth of
knowledge.

In addition, English proficiency opens the door to educational opportunities. Many
prestigious universities and institutions offer courses and programs in English. By being
proficient in the language, you can pursue higher education in your desired field and gain a
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competitive edge in your academic pursuits [79], [80]. Furthermore, English is the
language of the internet and digital communication. It is the primary language used in
social media, online forums, and e-commerce platforms. By mastering English, you can
engage with a global online community, access a wide range of online resources, and
effectively communicate and express yourself in the digital world [81], [82], [83]. Lastly,
learning English can greatly enrich your travel experiences. English is widely spoken in
popular tourist destinations and serves as a common language among travelers from
different countries [84], [85]. By being able to communicate in English, you can navigate
unfamiliar places, interact with locals, and make the most of your travel experiences.

In conclusion, learning English offers numerous advantages for daily life. It promotes
effective communication, enhances career prospects, grants access to information and
educational opportunities, facilitates digital communication, and enriches travel
experiences. Investing time and effort in learning English is a valuable endeavor that can
greatly enhance your personal and professional life.

METHOD

In this study, the writers utilized library research techniques and subjective depiction. This
study utilized a subjective methodology zeroing in on story understanding, portrayal, and
examination. Subjective means examination dependent principally upon a constructivist
viewpoint with respect to a singular's encounter that has been by and large or socially built.
Information assortment strategies were performed by exploring or perusing sources in
books, the web, as well as in past exploration reports, and others. Most understudies can
find their assets in the library, information on the main libraries, experience with the
chapter by chapter guide and other reference works, about complex is surely a fundamental
apparatus for pretty much every understudy of writing. The information examination
procedure utilized in this study is clear investigation. To help this information, the
specialists looked for important information from different sources. Information
investigation is the methodical course of considering and orchestrating information from
meetings, perceptions, and records by coordinating the information and concluding what is
significant and which should be contemplated. also, make determinations that are
straightforward.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Learning English for daily life conversation can present various challenges for non-native
speakers. One of the primary hurdles is acquiring a sufficient vocabulary. English has an
extensive lexicon, and mastering a wide range of words can be daunting. Everyday
interactions require knowledge of common nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs, as well
as idiomatic expressions and colloquialisms that may not follow conventional grammatical
rules [86], [87]. Furthermore, English words often have multiple meanings, which adds
another layer of complexity.

Another challenge lies in mastering English pronunciation and intonation. English has
numerous phonetic variations, and accurately reproducing sounds can be difficult,
especially for learners whose native languages have different phonetic systems [88], [89],
[90]. Pronouncing words incorrectly can lead to misunderstandings and hinder effective
communication. Grammar is another hurdle in learning English. The language has many
rules and exceptions, and understanding how to form sentences, use tenses, and construct
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questions can be perplexing. Additionally, word order in English can differ from that in
other languages, requiring learners to rewire their thinking patterns. Listening
comprehension poses another obstacle. Native English speakers often speak quickly, use
slang, and employ informal speech patterns, making it challenging for non-native learners
to understand conversations in real-life settings [91], [92], [93]. Accustomed to learning
through structured exercises, learners may struggle when confronted with the fast pace and
informal nature of everyday spoken English.

Building confidence in speaking English is another significant challenge. Fear of making
mistakes, feeling self-conscious about one's accent or limited vocabulary, or experiencing
anxiety during conversations can hinder progress [94], [95]. Overcoming these
psychological barriers requires practice, exposure to authentic English conversations, and a
supportive learning environment. Cultural differences can also pose challenges. English,
like any language, is deeply influenced by its culture. Understanding idiomatic expressions,
humor, social norms, and cultural references requires familiarity with the English-speaking
world's customs, history, and traditions [96], [97], [98]. Without cultural awareness,
learners may find it challenging to comprehend and participate in conversations fully.

Lastly, finding opportunities for consistent practice can be difficult outside of an English-
speaking environment. Immersion programs, language exchanges, or regular interactions
with native speakers may not be readily available to everyone, limiting opportunities for
real-life practice [99], [100]. In conclusion, the challenges in learning English for daily life
conversation include acquiring vocabulary, mastering pronunciation and intonation,
understanding grammar, improving listening comprehension, building confidence in
speaking, navigating cultural differences, and finding opportunities for practice.
Overcoming these obstacles requires perseverance, dedication, and exposure to authentic
English language experiences.

CONCLUSION

English is an essential language for daily life. It enables us to communicate with people
from different countries, cultures, and backgrounds. Whether it's ordering food at a
restaurant, asking for directions, or shopping for groceries, English proficiency makes
these tasks easier. English also plays a vital role in the digital world, allowing us to
navigate the internet, send emails, and interact on social media. Moreover, learning English
opens up a world of opportunities, from career advancements to educational pursuits.
Overall, incorporating English into our daily lives enhances our ability to connect, learn,
and thrive in today's globalized society.
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