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Abstract  

This study attempts to provide an analysis of SFL in an article chosen. This work aims to give 

insight of SFL in article entitled Indonesia police officers arrested after UK man kidnapped. The 

data in conducting this study taken from the article chosen and the writer applied descriptive 

qualitative method. The study shows that the article chosen has both Experiential Metafunction and 

Tenor/Interpersonal Metafunction. For Experiential Metafunction, it shows that that mental clause 

is the dominant one among others while in Tenor/Interpersonal Metafunction, all of the sentences 

contain declarative mood that functioned as a statement. 
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INTRODUCTION  

Systemic Functional Linguistics first proposed by Halliday [1], [2]. Halliday (2004) as 

cited in Briones (2016) stated that the key concept of SFL is that language is being 

represented in utterances and text serves three functions: interacting with people, talking 

about the world and creating coherence discourse [3], [4], [5]. In SFL, the text is analysed 

in four different types of ways as follow: context, semantics, lexico-grammar and 

phonology, [6], [7].  There are several studies that have been chosen by the writer to be the 

guidance for conducting this mini research [8], [9], [10]. The studies are all related to SFL 

study by Halliday [11], [12]. The first study is done by [13]. In this study, the result shows 

that Obama‟s and Rouhani‟s speeches have some features of addressers [14], [15]. In the 

study stated that one of the prominent factors that signalize an addresser‟s speech is by 

using personal pronoun that found in Obama‟s and Rouhani‟s speeches [16], [17], [18]. 

This is done to make an intimacy to the audience [19], [20]. Another reason is to show the 

government‟s objective and at the same time to show the current situation of political, 

cultural and economical in the world [21], [22]. The second study is done by [23], [24], 

[25]. The result of this study shows that both texts that were being analyzed share similar 

moods and modalities [26], [27]. However, a closer inspection would reveal that Text 1 

appears to negotiate a positive review of the film through an extensive demonstration of 

declarative statements that talk about the merits of the film and that of the director’s while 
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Text 2 is more of reportage of relevant information and interviews from the film, Briones 

(2016). 

Communication can be understood well by both the speaker and hearer, when they know 

about the context and the topic of conversation [28], [29]. Sometimes we are not sure about 

the message we get from something we read or hear, and we concern about getting our 

own message across to others [30], [31], [32]. In communication, there are also some 

aspects of language that must be noticed [33], [34], [35]. For example, when we do 

communication, we will find the use of 3 references or term of address, such as: He, She, 

You, Sir, My friend, Here, there, etc [36], [37]. The purpose is to point something. All of 

these words can be called as Deixis [38]. Deixis is the words which the referents always 

change depending on the context. [39], [40] stated that deixis is the single obvious way in  

which  the  relationship  between  language  and  context  is  reflected  in  the structures of 

language themselves [41], [42], [43]. Levinson also categories the deixis into five kinds, 

they are person deixis, spatial deixis, temporal deixis, discourse deixis and social deixis 

[44], [45], [46]. In other hand, Yule also categories the deixis into three kinds they are to 

indicate people via person deixis (me, you), to indicate location via spatial deixis (here, 

there), and to indicate time via temporal deixis (now, then) [47], [48], [49]. Moreover, 

definiteness is a feature of noun phrase selected by the speaker to convey his assumption 

that the hearer will be able to identify the referent of the noun phrase [50], [51], [52]. There 

are three main types of definite noun phrase; proper name (Stephen, Mary, etc), personal 

pronoun (she, he, it), and determiner (the, that, those, etc) [53], [54]. Furthermore, in some 

past decades there are some researchers related to deixis and definiteness such as Diessel 

(2012), Webber (1997), Kirtcuk (2004), [55], [56]. Hence, the purpose of the current study 

is to fill the gap in this area of research by exploring the deixis and definiteness in the 

Jakarta Globe‟s online newspaper; furthermore, newspaper is important to improve 

people‟s daily information. 

Several Indonesians currently studying in Taiwan have denied forced labor claims made in 

recent media reports that have strained relations between the two countries [57], [58]. The 

reports, which surfaced in the Taiwanese media last week, quoted Ko Chih-en, a lawmaker 

for the Nationalist Party, or Kuomintang, who claimed that hundreds of Indonesian 

students enrolled in a college and internship program are being subjected to forced labor in 
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local factories [59], [60], [61]. This prompted Indonesia to stop sending students to Taiwan 

under the program [62].  

 

Arrmanatha Nasir, spokesman for the Indonesian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said in a 

statement on Wednesday evening that the government was seeking an explanation from the 

Taiwanese authorities and that it had also called for a full investigation [63], [64]. "The 

Indonesian Economic and Trade Office in Taipei has urged the local authorities to take all 

the necessary steps [65], [66], in accordance with local regulations, to protect the wellbeing 

and safety of the students enrolled in the college and internship scheme," [67], [68], [69]. 

An investigation by Ko allegedly found that Indonesians students at six Taiwanese 

universities, including Hsing Wu University in New Taipei, are forced to work 10-hour 

shifts, four days per week [70]. It also found that the students, most of whom are Muslim, 

are given meals containing pork. 

METHOD  

In conducting this mini research, the writer applied descriptive qualitative method design 

in which this method design fit the best with the aim of this study. This method being 

chosen because researcher can collect the data in several ways, interviews, observation, 

focus group etc. according to Patten (2018). In conducting this mini research, the data was 

taken from an article published in CNN entitled Indonesia police officers arrested after UK 

man kidnapped. The data will be analyzed per each sentence. The result of this study will 

not be a generalization of all articles published in that website. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION   

A. Experiential Metafunction Analysis of Text 

CLAUSE PARTICIPANT PROCESS CIRCUMSTANCE 

Four police officers have 

been arrested after a 

British man was 

kidnapped and ransomed 

for $900,000 (£697,000) 

in the Indonesian capital 

Four police 

officers 

(SENSER) 

Arrested 

(MENTAL) 

After a British man 

was kidnapped and 

ransomed 

(PHENOMENON) 
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Jakarta. 

The officers stopped the 

man at a road block last 

week on the pretext of an 

arrest, investigators 

allege. 

The officers 

(ACTOR) 

Stopped 

(MATERIAL) 

The man at a road 

block 

(GOAL) 

But after being taken to a 

police station, he was 

moved to a hotel, where 

payment was demanded 

for his release. 

He 

(SENSER) 

was moved 

(MENTAL) 

to a hotel, where 

payment was 

demanded 

(PHENOMENON) 

The man, whom the BBC 

is not naming, is believed 

to have been freed after 

the ransom was paid. 

The man 

(VALUE) 

 is believed 

(RELATIONAL) 

have been freed 

(TOKEN) 

The British Embassy 

confirmed they were 

aware of the incident but 

they told news agency 

AFP the investigation 

was being handled by 

local police. 

The British 

Embassy 

(SENSER) 

were aware  

(MENTAL) 

of the incident 

(PHENOMENON) 

He had been stopped on 

one of the city's highways 

and taken to the police 

station before ending up 

in the hotel in east 

Jakarta, where his alleged 

captors interrogated him 

all day. 

He 

(SENSER) 

been stopped on, 

taken to  

(MENTAL) 

the police station 

before ending up in 

the hotel 

(PHENOMENON) 

It ended with them 

demanding he call his 

It ended with them demanding he 

call his boss 
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boss to ask for the 

ransom, to be paid in US 

dollars 

But police swooped on 

the suspects as they 

attempted to convert the 

money into local 

currency. 

police 

(ACTOR) 

swooped on  

(MATERIAL) 

the suspects 

(GOAL) 

Jakarta Police spokesman 

Argo Yuwono told CNN 

Philippines the kidnap 

attempt had involved 

"unscrupulous" members 

of the police force. 

 

Argo Yuwono 

(ACTOR) 

told 

(MATERIAL) 

the kidnap attempt 

had involved 

"unscrupulous" 

members of the 

police force. 

(GOAL) 

Two civilians are also 

under arrest for their 

alleged roles in the man's 

abduction. 

Two civilians 

(CARRIER) 

Are 

(RELATONAL) 

arrest for their 

alleged roles 

(ATTRIBUTE) 

 

From the text above, it can be observed that mental clause is the dominant one among 

others. It shows that the clause with mental process consists of 4 clauses, the clause with 

material clause consists of 3 clauses and the clause with relational process consists of 2 

clauses and 1 clause is unknown. In mental process, the target or participant named 

"senser" which something is being done affect this participant. While in material process, 

the participant named "actor" is the one who done action. Last is in relational process, the 

participant divided into two types, "carrier" and "value".  

 

B. Tenor/Interpersonal Metafunction Analysis of Text  

SENTENCE MOOD SPEECH 

FUNCTION 

Four police officers have been arrested after a Declarative Statement 
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British man was kidnapped and ransomed for 

$900,000 (£697,000) in the Indonesian capital 

Jakarta. 

The officers stopped the man at a road block 

last week on the pretext of an arrest, 

investigators allege. 

Declarative Statement 

But after being taken to a police station, he was 

moved to a hotel, where payment was 

demanded for his release. 

Declarative Statement 

The man, whom the BBC is not naming, is 

believed to have been freed after the ransom 

was paid. 

Declarative Statement 

The British Embassy confirmed they were 

aware of the incident but they told news 

agency AFP the investigation was being 

handled by local police. 

Declarative Statement 

He had been stopped on one of the city's 

highways and taken to the police station before 

ending up in the hotel in east Jakarta, where his 

alleged captors interrogated him all day. 

Declarative Statement 

It ended with them demanding he call his boss 

to ask for the ransom, to be paid in US dollars 

Declarative Statement 

But police swooped on the suspects as they 

attempted to convert the money into local 

currency. 

Declarative Statement 

Jakarta Police spokesman Argo Yuwono told 

CNN Philippines the kidnap attempt had 

involved "unscrupulous" members of the 

police force. 

Declarative Statement 

Two civilians are also under arrest for their 

alleged roles in the man's abduction 

Declarative Statement 
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In the table above, it shows that all of the sentences contain declarative mood that 

functioned as a statement. It is pretty clear because all the sentences are in the form of 

news article which only give the information to the reader. Moreover, there is no such 

interview result given in the text in the form of dialogue. The only content of the text is 

information whether it is about wariness or expectation. 

CONCLUSION  

After overall reading and analysing the data of this research, the writer comes up with the 

idea that the data chosen mostly consists of declarative mood that functioned as a statement. 

This is in line with the function of the data chosen which to give information. In this study, 

the article chosen has both Experiential Metafunction and Tenor/Interpersonal 

Metafunction. For Experiential Metafunction, it shows that that mental clause is the 

dominant one among others while in Tenor/Interpersonal Metafunction, all of the sentences 

contain declarative mood that functioned as a statement. 
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