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Abstract  

Through biography books, there is a certain meaning to the application of ideological ideologies 

that want to be instilled. Especially through the book that can be read by many people. Departing 

from the critical paradigm, this study wants to reveal how a certain dominance of power exists, 

towards the message to be conveyed through books, through qualitative descriptive research using 

the critical discourse analysis of the Teun Van Dijk model. From the results of the study, it can be 

concluded that Suharto used language as one of the ways to implement the development ideology 

which could later be used as a means to maintain the legitimacy of his authority. This research 

shows that the hegemony process is run side by side with repressive measures (RSA), for example 

with the implementation of the ABRI Dual Function. Where through the text submitted can then 

be described, how the discourse building about the ideology of development delivered through the 

author of the biography. 
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INTRODUCTION  

The presence of books as a mass media, although its orientation is not as a result of press 

processing, has a very big impact on the people who read it [1], [2]. [3] stated that culture, 

social, politics are influenced by the media. The mass media is said to be a story-telling 

culture [4], [5]. One way to understand the production strategy of text producers is to 

investigate their social and cultural background [6], [7], [8]. It is important to investigate 

how the text leads to self-description and self-identity [9], [10]. Representation from this 

perspective helps us see the reasons behind the choice of genre writers, lists, discourse 

topics (field), communication media (modes) and other relevant factors [11], [12], [13]. As 

well as resources, media discourse also can play a role as a negotiator, opponents and 

repellent relationships that exist because of the domination of power inequalities [14], [15]. 

CDA is very suitable to be used to study media text discourse [16], [17] because it has a 

firm view of the socio-political situation [18], [19], given that the main principle of CDA is 

to uncover and examine the role of discourse in reproduction and from the challenges of 

power domination [20], [21]. In this study, researchers used qualitative analysis to look for 

a kind of pattern of discourse between different institutions and identification of the main 

themes presented by the biography [22], [23],[24]. In this study, a critical discourse review 
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of resistance awareness refers to the theory and method of critical discourse analysis (CDA) 

proposed by Teun van Dijk (2002). Discourse analysis in the critical paradigm emphasizes 

the constellation of power that occurs in the process of production and reproduction of 

meaning [25], [26] because it is closely related and influenced by social forces that exist in 

society [27], [28]. [29] points out that the application of discourse analysis methods 

involves the study of "complex relationships between text, language, social cognition, 

power, society and culture. In this case we are obliged to study texts in a media context and 

regard discourse as forms of social institutional practice [30], [31], [32]. 

 

Language as a Tool of Power 

From the research that researchers have done, Suharto used language to build opinions 

about development ideology. Language is a medium for humans to communicate [33], [34]. 

Through language, humans can express their ideas, thoughts, and feelings. [35] stated that 

language also contributes to the process of domination of others by other parties. However, 

now the definition of language has evolved according to its function not only as a means of 

communication [36], [37], [38]. At present, language has become an intermediary in the 

exercise of power (the New Order) through ideology (Development) [39], [40]. In line with 

the above statement, [41], [42] also asserts that language is not only composed of sentences, 

but also consists of text or discourse in which there is an exchange of intent in 

interpersonal contexts with one another [43], [44], [45]. The context in the exchange of 

intent is not empty of social values, but is strongly influenced by the socio-cultural context 

of the community. [46] stated that "the language used in the newspaper is one key site in 

the naturalisation of inqequality and neutralisation of dissert". One area that also utilizes 

language in relation to the exercise of power in the ideology of the State (development) as 

explained above is the field of media (biography books) [47], [48], [49]. Most forms of 

media production are realized in the form of language. Thus, the relationship between 

language and media are two things that cannot be separated. 

 

Ideology in a Book 

The ideology in this study refers to a belief system of a social class, as quoted in [50], 

states that ideology is a relatively straightforward concept. As a discourse formed by the 

State, the text in biographical books on development ideology contains social 

representations where the meaning is considered subjective, because it is influenced by 
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social forces that exist in society [51], [52]. Because this research departs from a critical 

paradigm, the position of this study in a critical paradigm sees how the position of society 

as a system of domination consisting of various classes [53], [54], where the dominant 

group has the ability to regulate life, including using the media to manipulate and 

perpetuate the ideology, so that the media ( biography book) is placed as one part of the 

system of domination [55]. 

 

Hegemony Practice in Indonesia 

The text of a biographical book is one form of State hegemony in the mastery of sources of 

knowledge information. [56] explained that the use of the hegemony theory approach is 

based on Althusser's theory of ideology that emphasizes how the power of the dominant 

group in controlling other groups, is in line with the hegemony theory that sees how the 

spread of ideology is carried out [57], [58]. [59] states that the media can unintentionally 

become a tool of how values or discourses that are seen as dominant are spread and 

pervasive in the minds of the public so that they become joint consensus. The state is seen 

as carrying out the function of regular and systematic suppression taking place through 

internal and external forces [60], [61]. As a balance between ideology and policy, the 

hegemony of the New Order State was determined through an ideology with hierarchy and 

defense as something legitimized as a kind of great word. This is a form of functional 

government hegemony to support economic development 

 

Discourse Analysis as an Ideology and Hegemony Analysis Tool 

Discourse Analysis approach with a critical paradigm was chosen by researchers because 

the authors consider this analysis able to explain various things that do not appear on the 

surface [62], [63]. But furthermore, critical discourse analysis is able to uncover hidden 

meanings so that the depth and breadth of information will largely determine the extent of 

the extracted information obtained [64]. [65] explained the discourse analysis in a critical 

paradigm emphasizing the constancy of power that occurs in the process of production and 

reproduction of meaning because it is closely related and influenced by social forces that 

exist in society [66], [67], [68]. With this view, discourse sees language as always involved 

in power relations, especially in the formation of a subject, and various acts of 

representation found in society [69], [70]. To analyze how Soeharto's construction of 

buildings through writing in a biography written by Tjahjadi Nugroho, researchers consider 
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it better to use a discourse analysis approach than many analytical blades. Researchers try 

to use an approach developed by a linguist and media expert who is one of the founders of 

the basis of critical discourse analysis (Critical Discourse Analysis) namely Teun Van Dijk. 

The model used by Van Dijk hereinafter referred to as "Social Cognition". 

METHOD   

This research was a qualitative descriptive study using the Van Dijk's model of critical 

discourse analysis research. Qualitative research is a research procedure that produces 

descriptive data, namely speech or writing, or behavior that can be observed from the 

subject itself. Kriyantono (2010, p.69) mentions that this type of descriptive qualitative 

research aims to make a systematic, factual and accurate description of the facts and 

characteristics of certain populations or objects. Critical discourse analysis research 

method is one example of the application of qualitative methods which are carried out 

explosively. Using the critical discourse analysis method, an analysis of Soeharto's 

biography, Father of Indonesian Development and My Thoughts and Actions, the 

researcher focused on linguistic aspects and context, social cognition related to these 

aspects. Analysis of critical discourse in this study, researchers do by interpreting or 

interpreting existing texts. The corpus in this study was the text contained in the biography 

book. Because the research is entirely a study that is based on the analysis of discourse 

contained in the biography text, the corpus in this study is the text in the chapter contained 

in the book. The data collection in this research had been done since determining the 

problem to be studied. The collection of data that the authors wanted and had done was in-

depth documentation and interview studies. The data analysis technique that researchers 

used here was to use the Teun Van Dijk critical discourse analysis model which includes 

Text, Social Cognition and Social Context. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

Based on the research that the researchers have described above, then overall from some of 

the elaborations in Soeharto's book, the Father of Indonesian Development in analysis of 

discourse can be drawn a conclusion. In general, the theme raised was about the life of Pak 

Harto so that he was worthy of being the father of development. From the overall text 

analysis that has been done, the researcher can see that the exposures used sometimes 

overlap. For example when talking about development, there is a setting that describes 
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Pancasila and national defense. At a glance the researcher will describe what appears in 

these descriptions. 

 

In connection with the results of this study, researchers sought to link the existence of 

discourse buildings through text, cognition and social contexts that form a pattern of 

thought towards development ideology. The texts in the biography book explain how 

jargonjargon are well known in the new order such as national security, a just and 

prosperous society, the dual function of the Armed Forces is packed with ideological 

nuances. From the presentation of the jargon, the researcher draws a conclusion that, in the 

biography book, it emphasizes on the State taking national development actions to realize a 

just and prosperous society in accordance with shared ideals. To realize these ideals, 

national defense needs to be carried out by ABRI with its dual functions on the other hand 

as a means of national defense and also as a social function, under the foundation of 

national development namely Pancasila and the 1945 Constitution. 

 

In the whole description of the results of the analysis of the text analysis of critical 

discourse, explained how the life of President Soeharto became the Father of Development. 

Fairclough and Wodak (in Eriyanto, 2009, p. 7) see the analysis of critical discourse as a 

form of social practice, describing discourse that has a relationship with social practice 

such as the effects of ideology. This is coherently in accordance with the socio-cultural 

conditions that also influence the production of the text. It's just that, in this study 

thematically the objects and conditions discussed from each chapter are different but 

actually have the same meaning in highlighting the positive side of former President 

Suharto, and from the presentation of the theme it seems that there is a dominance of 

power to be demonstrated. Van Dijk (in Eriyanto, 2009, p. 229) explained the thematic 

aspects are a general description of a text. 

 

Suharto used language as a means to develop discourse on contexts related to development. 

The role of language is used as a means to dominate power, Fairclough (1989, p. 2) 

explains that now language is an intermediary in the exercise of power through ideology. 

The development ideology contained in Soeharto's Biography, Father of Indonesian 

Development is one form of the application of ISA (Ideological State Apparatus). 

According to Althusser, ISA is a tool for the State or dominant class to maintain power 
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other than through other State tools such as repressive (pressure). ISA covers religion, 

education, family, mass media (press, radio, television, books, etc.), and law (Althusser, 

1971, pp. 20 and 34). Biography can be said as a mass media product because the book is a 

product of interaction between the writer and the reader. The interaction is obtained from 

facts interpreted from existing realities (Teeuw, 1983, p. 74). 

 

The Armed Forces that are used by the State in carrying out the ideological functions of the 

RSA (Repressive State Apparatus), are a means that merely stands as a buffer for 

legitimate and explicit power. ABRI, as the RSA, was used by the New Order government 

in securing the political conditions created by the ISA by pressing the people. ABRI in the 

text analysis above is described as an institution of national resilience and social strength 

that exists in society. With ABRI's depiction as a manifestation in the biographical text 

discourse (ISA), the government hopes that the ISA can be a tool to secure repressive 

actions from the Armed Forces so that the community will not fight against the emphasis 

of development ideology. 

 

In the analysis of social cognition above, Tjahjadi and Ramadan refer to a person scheme 

in which Van Dijk views, how a person (Tjahjadi Nugroho) describes and views another 

person (Suharto). In the interrelation of text analysis and social cognition analysis above, 

tjahjadi in producing the text without any emphasis. Tjahjadi placed himself in the position 

of the general public in viewing an ideology of development. Tjahjadi saw the social 

phenomena that occurred at that time and built a discourse about Suharto by looking at 

what was seen at that time. Thus, the linkages between texts developed by Ramadhan K.H 

are based on the situation and condition of Indonesia in terms of socio-cultural, economic, 

political, security and socio-cultural aspects which are based on the understanding of 

Ramadan as a journalist. 

 

From the results of the analysis of this text, Tjahjadi wrote about the Father of Indonesian 

Development in accordance with the existing phenomena namely Suharto's success in 

carrying out self-sufficiency in rice in 1983. But in the Biography book written by 

Ramadhan K.H is an affirmation of Suharto in interpreting the ideology of development. 

This form of affirmation can be seen from the fact that the State has carried out a system of 

domination using ISA instruments, namely the formation of biographical texts to doctrine, 
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or can be said as a means to channel its ideology. Although the biography is the work of 

the author of the book, but the condition of social cognition has been influenced by the 

social context situation that was happening at that time. And in the New Order mass, with 

the strict control of the State in the form of mass media distribution, one of which is the 

distribution and printing of books must be filtered first so that the content is in line with the 

government. The ideology that appears in the texts is a reflection of the ideology being 

carried out by the State through its political policies. 

 

The new order in order to realize a hegemony of power (power dominance) is done 

through language in several ways. From the analysis of the text above shows that one of 

the methods used is refinement of certain concepts and meanings that come in direct 

contact with power. Refinement of meaning is used as a way to secure and eliminate 

concepts that are considered to endanger the power of the new order. The repeated use of 

words such as national security, shared ideals, national goals, etc., shows that the meaning 

is formed in order to maintain the legitimacy of power. 

CONCLUSION  

From the text analysis that has been done by researchers, a conclusion can be drawn that 

thematically shows how Pak Harto's political life is in running his administration, starting 

from how Pak Harto's history became President through Supersemar, along with how Pak 

Harto's efforts in running the wheels of government. This explained that Pak Harto took 

full control of all the plans and concepts of government that he wanted to carry out. These 

aspects include Pak Harto's strategy in implementing the development ideology to be 

accepted by all Indonesian people. Pancasila, ABRI, Development Foundation, National 

Resilience, National Ideas, Common Goals, a just and prosperous society are basically 

things that accompany the development of an ideology of development. The development 

of opinion shows that indirectly, people's minds are influenced in order to respond to the 

ideology of development is achieved and carried out because of a shared desire and 

without any act of suppression that causes social upheaval. 
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