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Abstract

Analyzing transitivity has been a major concern in discourse studies. This present study is
concerned with the application of Halliday’s theory of transitivity in the article about Reynhard
Sinaga. This study analyzed an article posted on The Jakarta Post on Thursday, January 9th, 2020
and use descriptive qualitative method to analyze the transitivity in the article. The finding of this
study showed that material process is the most dominant type of process used in the text. Goal
becomes the most dominant type of participants and temporal location is the most dominant type
of circumstances used in the news article. This result hopefully can be an insight of systems of
transitivity used in the article..
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INTRODUCTION

News is one of the most important things in societies’ life [1], [2]. News tells people events
around them that they should know as citizens, human beings, social members and as part
of this social, political, economic, biological system [3], [4], [5]. This is a diverse piece of
information related to various fields written in a concise and precise form or sometimes a
bit complicated too [6], [7], depending on the importance of the article given [8], [9].
Along with IT development, a lot of news spread via internet [10], [11]. People from all
over the world can now access online news articles and read any news from any sources
[12], [13]. One of news widely spread nowadays was an article about Reynhard Sinaga,
Indonesian student, he most prolific rapist in the Britain, has been jailed for life, with a
minimum sentence of 30 years in prison [14], after being found to have used at least 48
men and recorded himself sexually abusing when they were unconscious [15], [16]. The
news spread widely and catches a lot of people attention [17], [18], [19]. The case is
believed that it tarnishes Indonesia’s global reputation [20], [21]. An article published in
The Jakarta Post on Thursday, January 9", 2020, gave statement from Cabinet Secretary of

Indonesia related to the case mentioned above [22], [23].
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All articles in news articles either printed or online sources are in the form of texts [24],
[25]. Text is a semantic unit and is very meaningful [26], [27]. It is supported by [28] that
text refers to any passage, either spoken or written, that is best regarded as a semantic unit.
Linguistic phenomena are social for text is a product of language also part of society [29],
[30], [31]. The concern and context of the use of text is drawn in the systematic study of
language in use [32], [33]. The study, proposed by M.A.K Halliday, is known as Systemic
Functional Grammar (SFG) [34], [35]. SFG considers language is seen from a functional
perspective [36], [37], [38]. There are three metafunctions in SFG: ideational meaning,
interpersonal meaning and textual meaning [39], [40]. However, this present study focused
only on ideational meaning, more specifically in the system of transitivity [41], [42], [43].

Transitivity analysis has attracted the interest of some researchers: Ong’onda (2016),
Abdulameer et al (2019), Abbas and Talaat (2019). In 2016, Ong’onda has investigated
transitivity analysis of newspaper headlines on terrorism attack in Kenya [44], [45], [46].
While in 2019, Abdulameer et al investigated SFL of political articles in Eastern and
Western online news [47], [48], [49]. In the same year, another research also conducted by
[50], [51], [52]. They investigate transitivity analysis of newspapers’ news-headlines
depicting crime committed against women in Pakistan [53], [54], [55]. Transitivity is an
important notion of SFG [56], [57] and is widely used as a tool for discourse analysis [58],
[59], [60]. Thus, this study will investigate the application of Halliday’s theory of
transitivity in the article about Reynhard Sinaga in order to find out hidden ideologies in
the article. The result of this paper is expected to be able to prove that linguistic choices in
process and participant types of transitivity have an important role in building up the

ideologies of the author of the article.

In this present study, in order to analyze the data, the writer will use the system of
transitivity identified by Halliday. Transitivity focuses on each clause in a text to find out
who the actors are [61], [62], who they acted upon are and what processes are involved in
the action [63], [64], [65]. There are three main types of process in the system of
transitivity proposed by Halliday: material, mental and relational [66], [67]. Moreover, the
system of transitivity is also composed of three minor types which are: behavioral, verbal
and existential process [68]. According to [69], “transitivity is the system of the clause,

affecting not only the verb serving as Process but also participant and circumstances” [70].
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Process is realized by verbs and it is a central part of the situation. Participants realized by
nominal groups while circumstances realized by adverbial groups or prepositional phrases.

Halliday (1994) identified six categories of process in the system of transitivity.

METHOD

In this research, the writers used descriptive methodology. Research designs as “Research
designs are types of inquiry within qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods
approaches that provide specific direction for procedures in a research design.”. Thus, this
study used qualitative method with descriptive approach which called descriptive
qualitative research. “Qualitative research is specially important in the behavioral sciences
where the aim is to discover the underlying motives of human behavior. Through such
reseach we can analyze the various factors which motivate people to behave in a particular
manner or which make people like or dislike a particular thing.”. This research was
designed to describe the process types in Transitivity system which was involved in the
opinion of Soe Tjen Marching posted on the Jakarta Post. The data of this research were
taken from the Jakarta Post published on January 9th, 2020. In order to analyze the data,
the texts had been divided into numbers of clauses to make it easy to analyze. The text

being analyzed was about the author’s opinion towards Reynhard Sinaga.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

This present study is concerned with transitivity in the news articles posted on the Jakarta
Post. After conducting the research, the writer got the data presenting types of: process,
participants and circumstances. The findings of this research were classified based on the
theory of the system of transitivity proposed by Halliday. According to Halliday (1994),
the types of process classified into: material, behavioral, mental, verbal, relational and

existential. The percentage of each type of process is shown in the following table.

Table 4.1. Percentage of Each Type of Process

Types of Process Number Percentage
Mental process 5 18,5%
Verbal process 6 22,2%
Material process 14 51,2%
Relational 2 7,4%

Total 27 100%
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Based on the table above, it shows that the writer used only 4 types of processes which are
material process, verbal process, mental process and relational process. Among the four
types of processes used in the news article, the material process is the most dominant type,
following by verbal process, mental process and relational process. This shows that the
writer wants to describe what actually happened like describing the situation about the case
of Reynhard Sinaga. By using this type of process, material process, it is implied that the
writer wants to share the fact to the readers. The verbal process used in the article
functioned to show the saying, what speakers say about the related issues. The example of
how material process is used in the text to show the reality can be seen in the following
table:

Table 4.1.1: Material process in the news article

Reynhard’s case made global headlines
Participant Process Participant
(Actor) (Material) (Goal)

The text uses material process to give a proper description of the case in the news article
about Reynhard’s case which becomes headlines in all over the world. The writer also used
verbal process as in He said what Reynhard had done was against the norms and ethics
held by Indonesians. The word said used by the editor is the example of verbal process in

the news article.

This study also analyzed the types of participants in the article. The percentage of each

type of participants used in the article is shown in the following table:

Table 4.2. Percentage of Each Type of Participants

Types of Participants Number Percentage
Senser 4 10%
Phenomenon 5 12,5%
Sayer 5 12,5%
Target 2 5%
Verbiage 1 2,5%
Goal 11 27.5%
Actor 7 17.5%
Recipient 1 2,5%
Token 2 5%
Value 2 5%

Total 40 100%
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The table above shows that there are 10 types of participants used in the text: phenomenon,
sayer, target, verbiage, actor, goal, senser, recipient, token and value.. Goal is the most
dominant type of participant used in the text as mentioned before that the text also used
material process as the most dominant type for it. The second most participant used in the
article is actor, following by phenomenon and sayer with the same percentage. The lowest
percentage of participant used in the text is recipient. The table of process types and their
meanings and characteristics participants defined by Halliday (2008), mentioned
previously, also shows that goal and actor are the characteristics participants of material

process.

The last finding is the types of circumstances in the text. The percentage of each type of

circumstances can be seen in the following table:

Table 4.3. Percentage of Each Type of Circumstances

Types of Circumstances Number Percentage
Temporal location 9 47,4%
Spatial location 2 10,5%
Cause 3 15,8%
Role 2 10,5%
Manner 1 5.3%
Extent time duration 2 10,5%

Total 19 100%

The data above shows that there are 6 types of circumstances in the text. The types used in
the text are: temporal location, spatial location, cause, role, manner and extent time
duration. The total of circumstances in the text is 19. Temporal location is the most

circumstances used in the text.

CONCLUSION

Based on the finding of the analysis, it can be concluded that the editor of the news article
used 4 types of processes which are material process, verbal process, mental process and
relational process in which material process is the highest type of process used in the text.
The material process is used to give a proper description of the case in the news article
about Reynhard’s case which becomes headlines in all over the world. Besides that, the

editor also used verbal process to show exactly what the speaker says in the text. The
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editor of the news article also used 10 types of participants with goal is the most dominant

type of participants used in the text. It is in line with the use of material process, since goal

is classified as characteristics participants of material process. The finding also shows that

there are 6 types of circumstances used in the text.
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