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Abstract  

Nathaniel Hawthorne is a novelist whose writings have had a significant impact not just on 

English American literature but also on world literature. "The Scarlet Letter"(1850), for example, 

is a widely popular novel that has been translated into various languages. This novel tells the story 

of an emotional forbidden love between a pastor Arthur Dimesdale and a beautiful woman named 

Hester Prynne, who is considered as inner because she was pregnant by someone other than her 

husband, and where Dimesdale's identity as the man responsible for the pregnancy was kept 

hidden until the end of the story. The story is set in Boston around 1650, during the early years of 

Puritan colonization, and it underlines the „Calvinist' fixation with morality, illustrating gender in 

equality and punish ment for transgressions.  
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INTRODUCTION  

The Little Mermaid: Nathaniel Hawthorne, an American author, wrote the 1850 historical 

fiction novel A Romance (Mertania & Amelia, 2020). The novel is about Hester Prynne, a 

woman who conceives a daughter with a man to whom she is not married and then 

struggles to create a new life of repentance and dignity (Amelia & Daud, 2020). It is set in 

the Puritan Massachusetts Bay Colony from 1642 to 1649 (Sari & Pranoto, 2021), (Pranoto 

& Suprayogi, 2020b). The book explores concepts of legalism, sin, and guilt through a 

number of religious and historical allusions (Nindyarini Wirawan, 2018), (Putri & Sari, 

2021). One of the first books published in large quantities in the United States was The 

Scarlet Letter (Pranoto, 2021), (Aminatun et al., 2021). When it was first published, it was 

well-liked and is regarded as a classic piece of American literature. Numerous stage 

productions, television shows, and movies have been based on the book (Gulö, 2018a), 

(Istiani & Puspita, 2020). The novelist D. H. Lawrence called The Scarlet Letter a "perfect 

work of the American imagination," and critics have called it a masterpiece. 

The novel takes place in a Puritan village in New England (Suprayogi, Samanik, Novanti, 

et al., 2021), (Kardiansyah & Salam, 2020a). The principal character is Hester Prynne, a 

young lady who has borne a kid outside of a stable family structure (Amelia, 2021), 

(Suprayogi & Pranoto, 2020). Hester thinks she is a widow, but her husband Roger 

Chillingworth is still alive when he arrives in New England and hides his identity 

(Kuswoyo & Siregar, 2019). He discovers that as retribution for her adultery, his wife is 

required to wear the red letter (Kuswoyo et al., 2021). A on her dress. Chillingworth 

develops an obsession with figuring out who Hester's lover is after she refuses to reveal his 

identity (Nababan & Nurmaily, 2021), (Iriawan & Fithriasari, 2018). Chillingworth 

continues to afflict him when he discovers that the man in question is Arthur Dimmesdale 

(Qodriani & Wijana, 2020a), a pious young minister who is the leader of those urging her 

to name the child's father (Fakhrurozi & Adrian, 2020). Dimmesdale becomes increasingly 

ill as a result of guilt (Suprayogi, Puspita, et al., 2021), (Cahyaningsih & Pranoto, 2021). 
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The heroine, Hester, is shown to be independent and never truly repentant for her adultery 

with the minister; She believes that their deep love for one another inspired their actions 

(Fadilah & Kuswoyo, 2021). She is initially derided, but over time, many of her critics are 

silenced by her compassion and dignity (Kardiansyah & Salam, 2020b). Chillingworth's 

irrational desire for vengeance ultimately renders him morally reprehensible (Samanik & 

Lianasari, 2018), (Puspita & Amelia, 2020). Dimmesdale dies in Hester's arms after 

publicly confessing his adultery, broken by his own guilt. As she gets ready to start a new 

life in Europe with her daughter Pearl, Hester is the only person brave enough to face the 

future (Fakhrurozi & Adrian, 2021), (Kurniawan et al., 2018). Hester returns to New 

England after a number of years to continue bearing the scarlet letter (Wahyudin, 2018). 

“ON A FIELD, SABLE, THE LETTER A, GULES” is engraved on both her and 

Dimmesdale's tombstones after she passed away (Suprayogi, 2019). 

LITERATURE REVIEW   

Gold-colored thread has been finely embroidered on the scarlet letter A that Hester is 

required to wear (Pranoto & Suprayogi, 2020a), (Abidin et al., 2022). As both an 

identification of disgrace and a flawlessly fashioned human relic, it mirrors the numerous 

restrictions in the novel (Kuswoyo & Audina, 2020), like those among request and offense, 

progress and wild, and adulthood and youth (Qodriani & Wijana, 2020b), (Suprayogi, 

Samanik, & Chaniago, 2021). The more society endeavors to keep out rebellious 

enthusiasm, the more it supports the split among appearance and reality (Ahmad et al., 

2021). The ostensibly respectable members of the community frequently exhibit the 

greatest depravity, while the apparent sinners frequently exhibit the greatest virtue 

(Suprayogi & Eko, 2020), (Journal et al., 2021). 

The novel also creates fascinating connections between psychological repression and social 

oppression (Oktaviani & Mandasari, 2020). The pathology of a society that needs to 

scapegoat and alienate its so-called sinners can be seen in Dimmesdale's physical and 

mental manifestations of his illness, as well as his affliction caused by his guilty secret 

(Gulö, 2018b). Personal integrity eventually manages to escape social control. The Scarlet 

Letter effectively captures the emergence of individualism and self-reliance from 

America's Puritan and conformist roots, perhaps more than any other book. 

METHOD  

In this study, the writers utilized library research techniques and subjective depiction. This 

study utilized a subjective methodology zeroing in on story understanding, portrayal, and 

examination. Subjective means examination dependent principally upon a constructivist 

viewpoint with respect to a singular's encounter that has been by and large or socially built. 

The information hotspot for this study was a novel entitled Nathaniel Hawthorne's The Scarlet 

Letter. Information assortment strategies were performed by exploring or perusing sources 

in books, the web, as well as in past exploration reports, and others. Most understudies can 

find their assets in the library, information on the main libraries, experience with the 

chapter by chapter guide and other reference works, about complex is surely a fundamental 

apparatus for pretty much every understudy of writing. The information examination 

procedure utilized in this study is clear investigation. To help this information, the 

specialists looked for important information from different sources. Information 

investigation is the methodical course of considering and orchestrating information from 

meetings, perceptions, and records by coordinating the information and concluding what is 
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significant and which should be contemplated. also, make determinations that are 

straightforward.  

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

In the frame story of The Scarlet Letter, Hawthorne finds a package that contains a brief 

narrative about the woman who created and wore that "character," as well as an ancient 

piece of embroidery that he recognizes as the letter "A." The narrative was written by a 

predecessor in the Customs House where Hawthorne works. Hawthorne reminds us that 

the written and the interpretable are the foundations of literary character, the fictional 

person, by beginning with A. The Scarlet Letter is a book about a character Hester Prynne, 

the unforgettable protagonist but it is also a book about what a character means. 

The first of many meanings of "character" are introduced in the lengthy Customs House 

prologue. The prologue is a "gallery of Custom-House portraits" (21), a description of the 

odd people with whom Hawthorne works, including the man who has lost his entire family 

but thinks of nothing but cheerful gourmandizing. In conversation, a "character" is an 

eccentric, an oddball who is known by sight throughout a community. Indeed, these are 

"characters" in the common sense. Additionally, the narrator's initial conception of Hester 

Prynne as a character of this kind makes this first meaning of character significant. 

 

There are two perspectives on every story: as the logical progression of a conclusion from 

a premise and as something influenced and altered by the author's personal characteristics. 

If the latter possesses genius, his portion of the outcome is comparable to that of nature in a 

work of human art, providing it with everything except for its abstract form. The majority 

of fiction writers, on the other hand, tend to diminish rather than enhance the beauty of 

their concept's abstract form if any existed at all. In any case, there is no better way to 

judge the value of a writer's contribution to a work than to look at it in its "prenatal" 

state.How much of The Scarlet Letter, for instance, was already finished before Hawthorne 

touched it? The historical time period is roughly in the middle of the seventeenth century. 

The stage properties, to put it another way, are well-suited to serve as romantic narrative 

background and furniture. A gloomy but ferocious religious sect, pioneers in an uncharted 

territory surrounded by the wolf and Indians but still harboring fond memories of England 

and English customs and prejudices; minuscule in numbers but mighty in spirit;with only 

the Bible and the sword for cultivation; victims, in addition, of a bloody, ominous 

superstition; such characters and locations provide admirable relief and color to a tale of 

human weakness and sorrow. Therefore, the figure of a woman with the red letter on her 

bosom stands in such circumstances. In any case, here we come to a respite, and should 

seek the creator for the subsequent stage. 

 

CONCLUSION  

This novel demonstrates that love is more than just beautiful things; it is also about taking 

chances and making sacrifices, even when it is a sin. I used a range of characters to 

describe man as a location of guilt and sin. The behavior of each character is a 

representative of human nature that exists in society, and this story also emphasizes 

difficulties and habits in society that still occur. Some human principles that can bederived 

from the story include the need for a person to be accountable for his actions. As Hester 

did as a sort of accountability for the sins she had committed. Although Hester's sin was 

terrible, she was able to make peace with her self and live a peaceful life by accepting the 

consequences and accepting responsibility with grace. He even wore the scarlet letter, 
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which was etched on his tombstone, till the end of his life. From the figure Hester Prynne, I 

want to convey that humans are not God, and that as flawed creatures, we should be more 

sympathetic with humans rather than criticizing them. 

REFERENCES 

Abidin, Z., Amelia, D., & Aguss, R. M. (2022). PELATIHAN GOOGLE APPS UNTUK 

MENAMBAH KEAHLIAN TEKNOLOGI INFORMASI BAGI GURU SMK PGRI 1 

LIMAU. 3(1), 43–48. 

Ahmad, I., Borman, R. I., Caksana, G. G., & Fakhrurozi, J. (2021). IMPLEMENTASI 

STRING MATCHING DENGAN ALGORITMA BOYER-MOORE UNTUK 

MENENTUKAN TINGKAT KEMIRIPAN PADA PENGAJUAN JUDUL 

SKRIPSI/TA MAHASISWA (STUDI KASUS: UNIVERSITAS XYZ). SINTECH 

(Science and Information Technology) Journal, 4(1), 53–58. 

Amelia, D. (2021). UPAYA PENINGKATAN KOSAKATA BAHASA INGGRIS 

MELALUI STORYTELLING SLIDE AND SOUND. Journal of Social Sciences and 

Technology for Community Service (JSSTCS), 2(1), 22–26. 

Amelia, D., & Daud, J. (2020). FREUDIAN TRIPARTITE ON DETECTIVE FICTION: 

THE TOKYO ZODIAC MURDERS. Language Literacy: Journal of Linguistics, 

Literature, and Language Teaching, 4(2), 299–305. 

Aminatun, D., Muliyah, P., & Haryanti, H. (2021). the Effect of Using Dictogloss on 

Students‟ Listening Comprehension Achievement. JURNAL PAJAR (Pendidikan Dan 

Pengajaran), 5(2), 262–269. https://doi.org/10.33578/pjr.v5i2.8246 

Cahyaningsih, O., & Pranoto, B. E. (2021). A CRITICAL DISCOURSE ANALYSIS : THE 

REPRESENTATION OF DONALD TRUMP IN THE REUTERS AND THE NEW 

YORK TIMES TOWARDS THE ISSUE OF # BLACKLIVESMATTER. 2(2), 75–83. 

Fadilah, R., & Kuswoyo, H. (2021). Transitivity Analysis of News Reports on Covid-19 of 

Jakarta Post Press. The 1st International Conference on Language Linguistic 

Literature and Education (ICLLLE). 

Fakhrurozi, J., & Adrian, Q. J. (2020). Ekranisasi Cerpen ke Film Pendek: Alternatif 

Pembelajaran Kolaboratif di Perguruan Tinggi. Seminar Nasional Pendidikan Bahasa 

Dan Sastra, 1(1), 91–97. 

Fakhrurozi, J., & Adrian, Q. J. (2021). Kajian Dan Praktik Ekranisasi Cerpen Perempuan 

di Rumah Panggung ke Film Pendek Angkon. Deiksis: Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa 

Dan Sastra Indonesia, 8(1), 31–40. 

Gulö, I. (2018a). How Nias Sees English Personal Pronouns Used as Preposition Objects. 

LINGUA: Jurnal Bahasa Dan Sastra, 18(2), 147–156. 

Gulö, I. (2018b). Li Niha in the Hands of Bloggers: Better or Worse? Universitas 

Teknokrat Indonesia, 35. 

Iriawan, N., & Fithriasari, K. (2018). On the modeling of the average value of high school 

national examination in West Java using Bayesian hierarchical mixture normal 

approach. 2018 International Conference on Information and Communications 

Technology (ICOIACT), 689–694. 

Istiani, R., & Puspita, D. (2020). Interactional Metadiscourse used in Bloomberg 

International Debate. Linguistics and Literature Journal, 1(1), 13–20. 

Journal, L., Ranti, D. V., & Nurmaily, E. (2021). RACIAL PROFILING ON POLICE 

STOP AND SEARCH PRACTICE AS PORTRAYED IN THE GEORGE TILLMAN ’ S 

MOVIE THE HATE U. 2(2), 93–97. 

Kardiansyah, M. Y., & Salam, A. (2020a). Literary Translation Agents in the Space of 

Mediation: A Case Study on the Production of The Pilgrimage in the Land of Java. 



  Pustakailmu.id 

  Volume 2 (9), 2022 

5 Pustakailmu.id 

Kardiansyah, M. Y., & Salam, A. (2020b). The Translator‟s Strategy as a Cultural 

Mediator in Translating Indonesian Novel into English. 4th International Conference 

on Language, Literature, Culture, and Education (ICOLLITE 2020), 413–418. 

Kurniawan, D. E., Janah, N. Z., Wibowo, A., Mufida, M. K., & Prasetyawan, P. (2018). 

C2C marketplace model in fishery product trading application using SMS gateway. 

MATEC Web of Conferences, 197, 2–7. 

https://doi.org/10.1051/matecconf/201819715001 

Kuswoyo, H., & Audina, A. Y. (2020). Consecutive Interpreting Strategies on A Court 

Setting: A Study of English into Indonesia Interpretation. TEKNOSASTIK, 18(2), 90–

102. 

Kuswoyo, H., & Siregar, R. A. (2019). Interpersonal metadiscourse markers as persuasive 

strategies in oral business presentation. Lingua Cultura, 13(4), 297–304. 

Kuswoyo, H., Tuckyta, E., Sujatna, S., Indrayani, L. M., & Macdonald, D. (2021). 

SOCIAL SCIENCES & HUMANITIES ‘ Let ’ s take a look ...’: An Investigation of 

Directives as Negotiating Interpersonal Meaning in Engineering Lectures. 29(1), 47–

69. 

Mertania, Y., & Amelia, D. (2020). Black Skin White Mask: Hybrid Identity of the Main 

Character as Depicted in Tagore‟s The Home and The World. Linguistics and 

Literature Journal, 1(1), 7–12. 

Nababan, R. M., & Nurmaily, E. (2021). THE HYPERMASCULINITY AS SEEN IN THE 

MAIN CHARACTER IN RAMBO : LAST BLOOD MOVIE. 2(1), 25–32. 

Nindyarini Wirawan, A. and S. (2018). Sociopathic Personality Disorder in Humbert 

Humbert’S Character of Nabokov’S Lolita. 2, 432–439. 

https://jurnal.unimus.ac.id/index.php/ELLIC/article/viewFile/3568/3394 

Oktaviani, L., & Mandasari, B. (2020). Powtoon: A digital medium to optimize students‟ 

cultural presentation in ELT classroom. Teknosastik, 18(1), 33–41. 

Pranoto, B. E. (2021). Insights from Students‟ Perspective of 9GAG Humorous Memes 

Used in EFL Classroom. Thirteenth Conference on Applied Linguistics (CONAPLIN 

2020), 72–76. 

Pranoto, B. E., & Suprayogi, S. (2020a). A Need Analysis of ESP for Physical Education 

Students in Indonesia. Premise: Journal of English Education, 9(1), 94–110. 

Pranoto, B. E., & Suprayogi, S. (2020b). Incorporating 9GAG memes to develop EFL 

learners‟ speaking ability and willingness to communicate. IJEE (Indonesian Journal 

of English Education), 7(2), 130–144. 

Puspita, D., & Amelia, D. (2020). TED-TALK: A SUPPLEMENT MATERIAL TO 

PROMOTE STUDENTS‟AUTONOMY IN LISTENING. ELTIN JOURNAL, Journal 

of English Language Teaching in Indonesia, 8(2), 91–102. 

Putri, N. R., & Sari, F. M. (2021). INVESTIGATING ENGLISH TEACHING 

STRATEGIES TO REDUCE ONLINE TEACHING OBSTACLES IN THE 

SECONDARY SCHOOL. Journal of English Language Teaching and Learning, 2(1), 

23–31. 

Qodriani, L. U., & Wijana, I. D. P. (2020a). “Drop your „Hello!‟here!”: Investigating the 

Language Variation Used in Online Classroom for Tertiary Level in Indonesia. 

International Joint Conference on Arts and Humanities (IJCAH 2020), 617–623. 

Qodriani, L. U., & Wijana, I. D. P. (2020b). Language Change in „New-Normal‟Classroom. 

4th International Conference on Language, Literature, Culture, and Education 

(ICOLLITE 2020), 385–389. 

Samanik, S., & Lianasari, F. (2018). Antimatter Technology: The Bridge between Science 

and Religion toward Universe Creation Theory Illustrated in Dan Brown‟s Angels and 



  Pustakailmu.id 

  Volume 2 (9), 2022 

6 Pustakailmu.id 

Demons. Teknosastik, 14(2), 18. https://doi.org/10.33365/ts.v14i2.58 

Sari, K., & Pranoto, B. E. (2021). Representation of Government Concerning the Draft of 

Criminal Code in The Jakarta Post : A Critical Discourse Analysis. 11(2), 98–113. 

Suprayogi, S. (2019). Javanese Varieties in Pringsewu Regency and Their Origins. 

Teknosastik, 17(1), 7–14. 

Suprayogi, S., & Eko, P. B. (2020). The Implementation of Virtual Exhibition Project in 

English for Tourism Class for University Students. Academic Journal Perspective: 

Education, Language, and Literature, 8(2), 87–97. 

Suprayogi, S., & Pranoto, B. E. (2020). VIRTUAL TOURISM EXHIBITION ACTIVITY 

IN ENGLISH FOR TOURISM CLASS: STUDENTS‟PERSPECTIVES. Celtic: A 

Journal of Culture, English Language Teaching, Literature and Linguistics, 7(2), 

199–207. 

Suprayogi, S., Puspita, D., Nuansa, S., & Sari, K. (2021). THE DISCURSIVE 

CONSTRUCTION OF INDIGENOUS BELIEF ISSUE IN THE JAKARTA POST. 5(2), 

417–430. 

Suprayogi, S., Samanik, S.-, Novanti, E. A., & Ardesis, Y.-. (2021). EFL Learner‟s 

Literary Competence Mapping through Reader-Response Writing Assessed using 

CCEA GCSE Mark Scheme. Celt: A Journal of Culture, English Language Teaching 

& Literature, 21(1), 2. http://journal.unika.ac.id/index.php/celt/article/view/2871 

Suprayogi, S., Samanik, S., & Chaniago, E. P. (2021). Penerapan Teknik Mind Mapping, 

Impersonating dan Questionning dalam Pembelajaran Pidato di SMAN 1 Semaka. 

JAMU : Jurnal Abdi Masyarakat UMUS, 2(01), 33–40. 

https://doi.org/10.46772/jamu.v1i02.475 

Wahyudin, A. Y. (2018). Maximizing Outlining Practice in Teaching Writing for EFL 

Secondary Students: A Research Perspective. Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia, 45. 

 


